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Advertiſement. 


* taſte of men being ſo different, 
frequently as much ſo as the features 
of their faces; it is therefore very difficult 
to pleaſe that of all. Thoſe who would be 
ſurfeited at the fight of a large piece of 
Beef, &c. &c. may perhaps venture to ſee 
what the following little Diſi contains: and 
they who are fond of Ragouts and Fricaſees, 
may not be offended if they have ſeen it 
dreſſed up before under another form. If 
the Gueſts, for whom it is intended, like it, 
and find it ſalutary to them, they are vel- 


come to have it gratis. 


— 


DE UT. 54:54 


. Thou. ſhalt fwear by his Name. X 


13 not tak e 3 time in examining the context, 
1 or even in conſidering what is meant by the 
command in my text, which ſome would confine 
to the neceſſary oaths taken ita court of judicature; 
but, like all ſound divines, and in compliance with 
the cuſtom of all good commentators and diſputants, 
I ſhall conſider the paſſage before us, in that latitude 
which is moſt adapted to anſwer my particular 


One man takes his text, and endeavours, with 
the moſt elaborate eloquence, to prove, that the 
Bible he preaches from is not fit to be read; that it 
never was deſigned for the inſtruction of ſuch 
blockheads as Ait audience, who, by looking into 
it incur damnation, What concerns all to know 


| muſt be read by none but the prieſt, or whom the 


prieſt ſhall appoint, How glorious'that revelation, 
which, in the hand of the multitude, points the 
way to miſery; but, in thoſe of the church, to 


eternal life! It is ſhe alone, who can infallibly in- 


form us, that love and charity, compaſſion and ten- 


derneſs, ſo often mentioned in that old book the 


Bible, mean ſpite, and hatred, and inquiſition, and 
burning faggots, ; | | 


Another finding his ſcheme contradicted by the 
language of ſcripture, proves ſcripture iu be a lie 
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yet his opinion he proves to be true from ſcrip- 
ture. He wiſely turns out common ſenſe to make 
way for his own preconceived notions. He de- 
grades reaſon, as being in league with the devil, 
and, in the pious ardor of his heart, ſaves himſelf 
the trouble of thinking, and cries out, © I believe, 
becauſe it is impoſſible.” 


Ye De iſts rejoice, in theſe your friends! Admit 
them into yout ſocieties! They, like you, can darken 
truth. They have aſſi ſted you in ſetting fragment 
againſt fragment; and when the dazzling ſun· beams 
ſhine too bright, can wiſely cloſe their eyes. 


Let me too be permitted to rank myſelf on this 
fide ; and, countenanced by ſuch great authorities to 
take a text that ſuits my preſent purpoſe, regardleſs 
of every other paſſage that may be ſuppoſed to cons 
tradict it: nay, regardleſs of the. text itſelf, any 
farther than as it may ſerve for a plauſible. intros 
duction to what I have to offer, I ſhall thereforo 
take this command of ſwearing by the name of God, 
in the common and vulgar ſenſe of the word ſwear- 
ing, to mean, not only all manner of oaths; but 
whatever comes under the denomination of {wearing 
in converſation, as oaths, curſes, and imprecations. 


In treating this ſubject, I ſhall conſider, 

5 | I. The many advantages attending the frequent 
uſe of oaths, curſes and imprecations; in which 

will be ſufficiently proved, the falſeneſs of that aſ- 


ſertion, that “ ſwearing is attended with neither 
Pleaſure nor profit.“ | s: 4 | 


II. Anfwer ſome objections. 


III. Make a ſuitable application. 
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want of good ſenſe, learning, and eloquence. The 
illiterate and ſtupid, by the help of oaths, become 
orators; and he, whoſe wretched intellects would 
not permit him to utter a coherent ſentence, by 
this eaſy practice excites the laughter, and fixes the 
attention, of a brilliant and joyous circle, He 
begins a ſtory ; he is loſt in à vacuity- of thought, 
and would inſtantly, to his eternal diſhonour, be- 
come ſilent, did not a ſeries of oaths and impie- 
cations give him time to — up, or rather ſcek 
the thread of his diſcour 


Bleffed expedient! By the uſe of which, polite 
converſation glides on uninterrupted, while {ound 
is happily ſubſtituted in the place of ſenſe. By this 
mankind communicate familiar noiſes to each other, 
with as little intellectual ability and labour as a 
pack of well-matched hounds ; ſo often the object 
of their delight and admiration! O how prepoſ- 
terouſly abſurd then, how falſe; and contrary to 
experience, is that ridiculous aſſertion, that 
« Swearing is neither attended with pleaſure nor 
profit!“ For, what higher pleaſure, ' what greater 
profit and advantage can a man enjoy, than to find, 
that, in ſpite of nature, who has directed him to be 
filent, he can hear himſelf talk ? Ye idiots rejgice! 
Ye coxcombs,- whoſe coltive brain never dictated 
the flowing ſentiment, be glad] Ve whom learning 
never fired, in ſtupid. ignorance loſt, exult!— 
Bleſt with eaſe and indolence ye talk, and thoſe 
like you admire; while liſtening demonsclap their 
wings, and grin applauſe, oo 


©, — , , 


Here no abilities, no learning are neceſſary,” no 
ſtudious hours are required to attain perſection. 
Swearing is learning to the ignorant, eloquence to- 
the block head, vivacity to the ſtupid, and wit to 
the coxcomb,  - n 1 e 


Oaths and curſes are a proof of a moſt heroic: 
courage, at leaſt in appearance, Which anſwers the 
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ſame end. For who can doubt the vapour, the in- 
trepidity of him, who braves the thunder of heaven, 
who affronts the moſt formidable Being in the uni- 
verſe, and treats with contempt that all-enlivening 
principle, which ſuſtains and animates the whole 
creation? To what a noble elation is the heart of 
the coward conſcious, when he thus defies the 
Almighty, and imprecates the fires of hell! Let the 
meek ſoldier boaſt his deeds in war, and with oaths 
and execrations lace the ſelf-flattering tale; who 
can believe that fo great a hero would have an an- 
tipathy to the fight of ſteel? Or, that he who 
challenges the blaſting lightning to fall on his 
head, would tremble and turn pale at the flaſh of a 
piſtol? 


. Moreover, he hereby not only gives à proof of 

his courage, but informs the world, that he is en- 
tirely diveſted of all the fooliſh prejudices of ed u- 
cation ; that he has not only ſhook off the ſhackles 
.of enthuſiaſm, but has baniſhed from his mind 
that reverence of the Deity, which is the foundation 
of every ſyſtem of religion. And, in reality, he is 
ſo far from being a bigot to any religious principles, 
that he belongs to no religious ſociety upon earth, 
That he is not, nor cannot be a chriſtian is evident, 
Becauſe the expreſs injunction of the Founder of 
the Chriſtian Religion to his followers is“ Swear 
nat at all,” He cannot be a Deiſt, becauſe they 
openly profeſs the utmoſt reverence for the Deity; 
and for the ſame reaſon he can neither be a 7ew, 
Mahometan, or a follower, of Confucius No—nor 
even an Atheiſt; ſince we cannot conceive, that he 
would ſo often call upon God, if he was thoroughly 
convinced there was no ſuch Being in the univerſe; 
however, heevery minute lets us ſee that he does 
not fear him, How unlicenced 1s his freedom, 
how glorious and unreſtrained ! Let the wretches, 
who meanly bend their wills, and regulate their 
actions, by the ſage diftates of Reaſon and Conſcience; 
who ſtoop to follow the rules of religion, and call 
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them ſacred; let. theſe bridle: their tongues, let | 
theſe confine themſelves within the narrow limits | 
reſcribed by reaſon and good fenſe : the ſwearer 
23 better: ſenſe, and reaſon, and religion, are 
all ſubſervient to his will; he diſdains their fetters, 
and rules thoſe which rule all the world beſide. 
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I come now, in the ſecond place to anſwer ſome 
objections: but as theſe, after what has been faid, 
mult appear extremely trifling, I ſhall be as con- 
Ciſe as poſſible, and haſten to a concluhon. 


It is ſaid, that “ the ſwearer acts in dire& 
polition to all the rules of right reaſon: But ho- 
can this be called an objection againſt ſwearing ? , 
What have we to do with right reaſon ? We leave 
F it to the dull wretches, the men of reflection: and 
* yet there are ſome of theſe, who attempt to mimio 
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- us; but, if they act inconſiſtently with their own _ 

8 abilities, let them look to that. An upright man 

d is a downright fool, if he ſwears at all. Let thoſe 

n who can talk without it, extol their wondrous ; 
8 talents; they have no need of this polite vice to | 
5. recommend them to the world. The ſqueamiſh | | 
. wretch, who is afraid of a lie, has no need to ſwear 
. to what he ſays, for he is certain that his word will 


f be readily taken. But away with thoſe ſheepi 
r ſober fools, who regardleſs of the boundleſs liberty | | 
* we enjoy, talk of rectitude of manners, religion, and 
4 conſcience. : 


, | | | 
r Ml Another objection is, that *-it is one of the moſt 

e ſenſeleſs, unnatural, rude, and unmannerly vices, 

y that ever was invented,” 

2 This, it muſt be confeſſed, is paying a fine com- 


L pliment to at leaſt half the polite world. How can 
85 that be rude, and unmannerly, which gives ſuch | 
ir a grace to converſation ? It is true, we expreſs our- 
; 2 ſtrongly, and uſe none of thoſe languid, | 
IL ſneaking epithets in our diſcourſe, which. yu 
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modeſt men, your men of humanity make uſe of: 

but as we talk without meaning, nobody can ſay. 
that We mean ill. And indeed, it is a very injurious 

expreſſion, to ſay that this is unnatural, when many 

of us have the honour of being univerſally deemed 

to be little better than naturals. 


And now, having proved ſo effectually the great 
advantages attending the practice of this genteel 
and faſhionable vice, there needs but one word by 
way of application. 4 


Conſider, O conſider, how ineſtimable are the 
advantages I have mentioned!—If there is any one 
here deſirous of obtaining theſe, and yet is troubled, 
and intimidated with the impertinence of a reſtleſs 
conſcience flying in his face, and threatening to 
haunt him like a ghoſt ;- let him only follow my 
advice, and conſcience will fall aſleep, Would he 
ſteel his heart againſt compunction, let him ad- 
vance by degrees; if he is afraid of an oath, let 


him chip and carve a few common-place expreſſions. 


to fit them to his conſcience, and the buſineſs will 
be done. This practice will render it familiar, 
and the coward, who at firſt trembled at the thought 
of hell, will ſoon. have the courage to call for dam- 


And now, ye, who have long indulged this vice, 
who have arrived at perfection in this great accom- 
pliſhment, and by this means, have gained that 
applauſe, which nature would have denied you, 


Which reaſon refuſed, and conſcience condemned: 


ye, I ſay, who, by the aſſiſtance of this vice, have 
diſtinguiſhed yourſelves, either as the orator, the 
pimp or the bully: Ye who, with more diſtin- 
guiſhed glory have graced the lofty pillory: and 
ye, who under ſpecious oaths of ſpeedy marriage, 
have violated virgin innocence, and rewarded the 
maid that loved you, with eternal infamy ; confider 


_ theſe noble advantages, applaud, congratulate your- 
5 | 


ſelves, 
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ſelves, and rejoice! Ye have not ſtopped at the 
moſt flagrant impieties; ye have challenged and 
defied the blaſting power of heaven to do its worſt, 
and with a diſintereſtedneſs peculiar to yourſelves, 
have generouſly ſold the reverſion of eternal, inex- 
hauſtible happineſs, merely for the pleaſure of 
affronting that great beneficent Being, who has 
prepared it for you; your indulgent Creator and 
almighty Friend, How nobly ungrateful; how 
unſelfiſh your conduct! Boaſt your bravery, and 
conſider the wiſdom of the exchange: for, how 
blind muſt ye be to every ſelf-intereſted view, how 
dead to all the calls of ſelf-love, while infinite un- 
bounded felicity has no charms when ſtanding in 
competition with the delight of affronting a bene- 
factor, with the pleaſure of a curſe, and the ſatis- 
faction of hearing your own impertinence ! 
Stupidity, ignorance and folly, are on your fide : act 
therefore, like men, who profeſs to be their friends, 
and like the true enemies of . Reaſon, Religion, Vire 
tue, and Common Senſe. $622 11 
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DE 


BEELZEBUB's 


BEELZEBUB's CONFERENCE. 


XS Beelzebub fat on his throne t' other night, 
 Encircl'd by demons the haters of light; _ 

_ His jaws he threw open, and then gave a yell, 

Which greatly delighted the legions of hell. 


| My truſty companions, my partners in fire, 

| On earth I deceive men, but here I'm no liar: 
0 I eſpeak it with feeling to both great and ſmall, 
| If ye re not more active our kingdom muſt fall. 


IN | The account that you bring me, I freely declare, 
11 Increaſes my horror, my grief and deſpair; 
Tt The Chriſtians are ſpreading in ſpite of you all, 
Then by their increaſing our kingdom muſt fall. 


In England 'tis certain we once had ſome friends, 

But now they deſert us to ſerve their own ends ; 

And ſhould French and Spantardsnext anſwer the call, 
— 1 tremble with fear that our kingdom muſt fall, 


| Should ſome German Luther next kindle a flame, 

| Moſt boldly renouncing the Pope and his name; 
The ſpark thus enkindling might ſpread to Bengal, 
And ſo in the iſſue our kingdom muſt fall, 


Our Hibernian ſubjefts are ſubjects indeed, F 
They pay us due homage, and for us would bleed ; 
Their hearts of Skilela ne'er bend to the call, 

If *twere not for ſuch ſure our kingdom would fall, 
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The brave Britiſi ſeamen, (I think of them too,) 
Excel all in ſwearing, to give them their due; 
Their oaths are the Pudefſt 

Sure if we loſe them then our kingdom muſt fall, 


Then haſte to them Speedy,* my compliments bear, 


Pray bid them be ſteady, nor ought let them fear; 
For I'll ſtill attend them whenever they call 
On me in each tempeſt, and in ev'ry ſquall. 


And tell them moreover, when worn with old a 
They make their laſt exit from life's buſy ſtage; 
A ſeat they ſhall havein my court or my hall, 
In the moſt warm corner, no lower to fall, 


And now my dear friends to your ſtations repair, 
Sow diſcord in nations, and poiſon the air; 

Let drunkards and ſwearers, and liars abound, 
And bury the Truth, if ye can, under ground, 


Let envy, and murder and whoredom increaſe, 
And virtue be baniſh'd, and that thing called grace: 
Set ſon againſt father, and friend againſt friend, 
And ſo we ſhall have them all here in the end.” 


Then broke up the council, the fiends took their 
ight 

But firſt to their Monarch they all bade good night : 
With ſmiling and grinning he gave a loud yell, 
Which fill'd with applauſes the nethermoſt hell. 


The name of a m r extraordinary, attending in Beel- 
zebub's court, who was diſpatched with an expreſs upon this 


Occã ſion. 


midſt powder and ball, 
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